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ACADEMIC LITERACY INVENTORY
According to California State University’s Academic Literacy, “competencies for entering students cannot be reduced to a mere listing of skills.  True academic competence depends on a set of perceptions, attitudes, habits of mind, and behaviors acquired while preparing for more advanced work….The inseparable skills of critical reading, writing, listening, and thinking depend on students’ ability to postpone judgment and tolerate ambiguity…Academic success depends on students’ exercising the stamina and persistence useful in other areas of their lives …academically successful students have learned that intellectual endurance in the form of rethinking, rereading and rewriting offers …rewards…While education is clearly a collaborative effort, students must ultimately assume considerable responsibility for their own education.  Successful students seek assistance when they need it and advocate for their own learning in diverse situations.”  

For each question in the Academic Literacy Inventory, write a brief response that identifies a specific example of how you have demonstrated mastery, proficiency or competency of the particular academic quality.

1. How have you demonstrated the “habits of mind” and the intellectual disposition necessary for success?  These include:  exhibit curiosity, experiment with new ideas, see other points of view, challenge your own beliefs, engage in intellectual discussions, ask provocative questions, generate hypotheses, exhibit respect for other viewpoints, read with awareness of self and others?

2. How have you demonstrated the following classroom behaviors that facilitate learning?  Ask questions for clarification, be attentive in class, come to class prepared, complete assignments on time, contribute to class discussions

3. No one disputes the connection between reading and writing, good writers are careful readers, and most academic writing is response to reading. Describe how well you can articulate a clear thesis, identify, evaluate and use evidence to support or challenge that thesis, and be attentive to diction, syntax and organization?
Describe how you have achieved mastery, proficiency or competency of the following academic skills and abilities:

4.  Reading is identified as the most significant factor in the success of students in their college classes.  Describe your reading competencies.    











































5. Writing competencies include the composing process, and the connection between writing and thinking, as well as the ability to produce product.  Describe your fundamental writing competencies.

6. Listening and Speaking Competencies include the ability to be active, discerning listeners in lecture and discussion classes, be able to distinguish between key points and illustrative examples, have the habits of mind of students (curiosity, risk-taking and participation using comprehensible speech in intellectual discussions and debates.  Describe your listening and speaking competencies.
7.  Technology and Information competencies includes recognizing the shift away from amassing a knowledge basis to acquiring techniques to find information, evaluate, use and communicate information in all its various formats.  It includes library research, research methods and technological literacy. 
8.  Describe how you have achieved mastery, proficiency or competency and can apply appropriate interviewing techniques?  These include the ability to prepare and ask relevant questions; make notes of responses; use language that conveys maturity, sensitivity and respect; respond correctly and effectively to questions; demonstrate knowledge of the subject or organization and the ability to compile and report responses.    
Identify your strengths and weaknesses from this inventory of interview skills   

9.  Describe how you have achieved mastery, proficiency or competency and Deliver persuasive arguments (including evaluation and analysis of problems and solutions and causes and effects)?  This includes the ability to structure ideas and arguments in a coherent, logical fashion’ use rhetorical devices to support assertions (e.g., by appeal to logic through reasoning; appeal to emotion or ethical beliefs; by use of personal anecdote, case study or analogy); the ability to clarify and defend positions with precise and relevant evidence, including facts, expert opinions, quotations, expressions of commonly accepted beliefs, and logical reasoning; and the ability to anticipate and address the listener’s concerns and counterarguments.    Identify your strengths and weaknesses from this inventory of persuasive argument skills and techniques

10. Deliver descriptive presentations?  Describe how well you deliver focused and coherent presentations that convey clear and distinct perspectives and solid reasoning, used gestures, tone, and vocabulary tailored to the audience and purpose?  This includes the mastery, proficiency or competency to establish clearly the speaker’s point of view on the subject of the presentation; establish clearly the relationship with that subject (e.g., dispassionate observation, personal involvement); and the ability to use effective, factual descriptions of appearance, concrete images, shifting perspectives and vantage points, and sensory details

11.  The inseparable skills of critical reading, writing, listening, thinking and the ability to use technology are essential for college and career success, however they also depend on students’ ability to postpone judgment and tolerate ambiguity.   True academic competence depends on a set of perceptions, attitudes, habits of mind, and behaviors acquired while preparing for more advanced work.  Academically successful students have learned that intellectual endurance in the form of rethinking, rereading and rewriting offers …rewards.  While education is clearly a collaborative effort, students must ultimately assume considerable responsibility for their own education.  Successful students seek assistance when they need it and advocate for their own learning in diverse situations.  Reflect on your ability to advocate for yourself and describe how you have taken responsibility for your own education.
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