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COLLEGE PORTFOLIO PROJECT



University of California Personal Statement

DIRECTIONS:  If you are applying to the University of California, the following description and information is from the UC website.  Follow all of the directions carefully.  This question is a sample only and is subject to change – each Fall the UC website posts an APPLICATION GUIDE and may change the nature and subject of the essays.
The University of California Personal Statement:  The personal statement is an important part of your application for admission. There are limitations to what grades and test scores can tell the University about an applicant. The University uses your statement to learn more about you as an individual — your talents, experiences, achievements and points of view. The campus Scholarships Offices may also use your personal statement to consider you for an award. Think of the personal statement as your opportunity to introduce yourself to the admissions officers and faculty who will be evaluating your application. What would you like them to know about you that may not be evident from a review of the rest of your application? The personal statement is required of all applicants.
Instructions:  

1) Respond to all three short-answer questions using a total of no more than 1,000 words. That means that two of your answers must be limited to approximately 200 words each. A third question should be given an extended answer of at least 600 words. You may choose which question to answer at more length. (A rationale is provided with each question to help you understand what the University is looking for in your response.) 

2) Stay within the 1,000-word-count limit as closely as you can. It is acceptable if you run a little over or under on an individual question (for example, a word count of 205 or 199 words is fine on your 200-word responses). 

3) In question 1, make sure to answer the version that matches your applicant level (freshman or transfer). 

Questions

1. Academic Preparation:  The University seeks to enroll students who take initiative in pursuing their education (for example, developing a special interest in science, language or the performing arts, or becoming involved in educational preparation programs, including summer enrichment programs, research or academic development programs such as EAOP, MESA, Puente, COSMOS or other similar programs). This question seeks to understand a student’s motivation and dedication to learning.  Freshman applicants only: How have you taken advantage of the educational opportunities you have had to prepare for college? 
2. Potential to Contribute:  UC welcomes the contributions each student brings to the campus learning community. This question seeks to determine an applicant’s academic or creative interests and potential to contribute to the vitality of the University.

Tell us about a talent, experience, contribution or personal quality you will bring to the University of California.

3. Open-Ended Question:   This question seeks to give students the opportunity to share important aspects of their schooling or their lives — such as their personal circumstances, family experiences and opportunities that were or were not available at their school or college — that may not have been sufficiently addressed elsewhere in the application.

Is there anything you would like us to know about you or your academic record that you have not had the opportunity to describe elsewhere in this application?
Tips and Techniques
Start early.   Allow time for reflection, thoughtful preparation, and revision.
Choose a topic for each essay.   Look critically at the information in your application: your grades, awards, activities and work experience, family and income. Anticipate questions an admissions evaluator will have after reading your application. The personal statement is your opportunity to answer those questions. 

Select the question you will give an extended response.  Write 600 words on the answer you believe will give us the most information about you. 

Compose your personal statement in a word-processing program.  Don't type it directly into the application. This way, you will have the opportunity to print copies for review.

Write in a natural style. Present your information and ideas in a focused, thoughtful and meaningful manner. Support your ideas with specific examples. A personal statement that is simply a list of qualities or accomplishments is usually not persuasive. 

Proofread.  Proofread.  Proofread.  In addition to checking your spelling, be sure your grammar is correct and your essays read smoothly.
Solicit feedback.   Your personal statement should reflect your own ideas and be written by you alone, but others--family and teachers--can offer valuable suggestions. For more guidance on writing the personal statement, see The UC Personal Statement Guide for Students.     Ask advice of whomever you like, but do not plagiarize from sources in print or online, and do not use anyone's published words but your own.
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