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The Holocaust … Facing History and Facing Evil

Some historians have established the number of Jews killed during the Holocaust at 5, 700,000.  Other people have claimed that the number of Jews killed was 6, 100,000. This number does not include the others who were killed, Roma Gypsies, homosexuals, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and other “undesirables”.  The actual numbers of the dead may be up for discussion, and there’s something odius about talking about the Holocaust as a numbers game.  What isn’t in debate is that the Holocaust was a massacre beyond human understanding; what will be debated for generations is how could something like this happen?  
The word “holocaust" is a word of Greek origin meaning "sacrifice by fire." 
  The alternative to the term is the Hebrew designation, “Shoah,” which specifically refers to the destruction of the Jews of Europe.  For purposes of this paper, we will use “Holocaust” to refer to the destruction of Jews (and other people) by the Nazis.  

Since World War II, many of those who survived the Holocaust have given testimony so it will never happen again.   Some, like author Elie Wiesel, “imposed a vow of silence on themselves” as Robert McAfee Brown, writes in the “Preface to the Twenty-fifth Anniversary Edition” of Night, “before trying to describe what had happened to him and over six million other Jews.  When he finally broke that silence, he had trouble finding a publisher.  Such depressing subject matter.” 
  Many of those who survived, and those who lived in the decades that followed World War II, asked, “How could this have ever happened?”  To this day, people of conscience, ordinary people and historians who study the period, ask, “How could human beings ever do this to each other?”  

No one paper could provide a definitive answer to those questions, but this paper will explore some of the underlying causes and factors that gave rise to the set of circumstances that culminated in the Holocaust.  How did Hitler and the Nazis come to power?  Why couldn’t or didn’t anyone stop them?  How did they assume control of the courts, the legal system, the educational system, health services and the media?  Who taught the perpetrators of the Holocaust to hate?  How did they learn the language of bigotry?  Why didn’t anyone stop them?
One answer comes from the lyrics of “You’ve Got to be Carefully Taught,” a song from the musical, South Pacific: “You’ve got to be taught to hate and fear.  You’ve got to be taught from year to year.  It’s got to be drummed into your sweet little ear.  You’ve got to be carefully taught, you’ve got to be carefully taught.”
 
     “Anyone who closes his eyes to the past is blind to the present,” said President Richard von Weizaecker of West Germany, in a speech that marked the fortieth anniversary of World War II.
   To begin our survey of the causes and factors that culminated in the Holocaust, first we must briefly review the historical legacies of the Holocaust and racism.  

The doctrine of racism asserts that blood is the marker of national-ethnic identity and argues that innate, inherited characteristics biologically determine human behavior.  It judges the value of a human being not on his or her individuality, but exclusively by membership in a ‘racial collective nation.’  Many intellectuals, including scientists, have lent pseudoscientific support to racist thinking.  Nineteenth century racist thinkers, such as Houston Stewart Chamberlain exerted a significant influence on many in the generation of Adolph Hitler.
  

Racism, especially racial anti-Semitism, had been an obstacle for the Jewish people throughout their history.  The Jewish people suffered under the Egyptians, and later under the Romans in Palestine (now Israel).  In 1492, the Jews were expelled from Spain during the Inquisition.   In the early 1900’s, the Jews survived pogroms (race riots launched against the Jews by local residents, and often encouraged by the authorities) in the Soviet Union and other Eastern European countries.   It took the Catholic Church until the late 20th century to officially discourage the belief that the Jews used the blood of Christian children for ritual purposes.  Some might say that ostracism and anti-Semitism were a normal part of Jewish history and life, but nothing could prepare them – or anyone else -- for what happened to the Jewish people in Nazi Germany.   

Post World War I politics was an important factor in creating conditions that would lead to the Holocaust.  After World War I, many Europeans were more interested in punishing the Germans than in preventing another world war.  David Lloyd George of Great Brittan demanded that Germany pay for the trouble it had caused, and Vittorio Orlando of Italy insisted on sharing Germany’s colonial empire.   France’s Georges Clemenceau required the return of the Alsace and Lorraine provinces, along with assurances that France would be safe from future German aggression.  All of these assurances, and other punitive measures, were included in the Treaty of Versailles.

However, the Germans felt betrayed by the treaty, and denounced it, with one German newspaper, Deutsche Zeitung declaring, “vengeance for the shame of 1918.”
   Adolph Hitler was among those veterans of the war who struggled to find a place for himself.  In 1919, he resolved to go into politics and joined the German Workers’ party.   He believed, “there were unlimited opportunities for individual activity,” and set out to transform the party into a “movement” vowing to control his own destiny and the destiny of Germany.”

By 1920, the party had a new name, the Nationalist Socialist German Workers’ Party (NSDAP or Nazi, for short) and a 25-point program, which included the abolition of the Treaty of Versailles.  It also included the provision for “German blood as a requirement for German citizenship.  No Jew can be a member of the nation.”
  Although the party was one of many political groups, by 1921, Hitler began to attract thousands of new members.  The Nazis began to play an important political role in the “rebirth” of Germany; and racial anti-Semitism was an integral part of their politics.  

The Nazis perceived, “all of human history as the history of a biologically determined struggle between the races.” 
 They viewed various political movements in other countries (Marxism and Communism in Russia) and the internationalist movements in Europe and the United States as “reflecting a dangerous, racially based Jewish intellectualism.”
  

Obedience to authority was also an important factor in the conditions that allowed the Nazis and Hitler to assume power.  In German classrooms, teachers taught German students to “value obedience and respect authority.”
 German judges placed the need for order above their duty for upholding the German constitution.
  The German Supreme Court allowed the use of the term “Jew Republic” to describe the Weimar government, on the grounds that it “can denote the new legal and social order in Germany which was brought about in significant measure by German and foreign Jews.”
  

In 1923, Hitler and a group of supporters burst into a beer hall and proclaimed that the national government had been deposed.  Hitler was arrested and brought to trial, where he openly showed “contempt for the Weimar Republic by calling it a ‘Jew government’. The judge ruled that Hitler and his co-defendants were “guided in their actions by a purely patriotic spirit and the noblest of selfless intentions” and gave them the minimum sentence, five years in prison. 
   As a non-citizen, he could have been deported, but the judge did not follow the law and Hitler served only nine months of the term; the rest of the sentence was suspended.

Hitler published his autobiography, Mein Kampf in 1925, which maintained, “the struggle among the races is the catalyst of history.”
  Hitler believed that the Aryan race was superior to all others, and that Aryan Germany had the right to form a new empire in Europe.   This would require the conquest of Eastern Europe, which was desirable, as it would also be a victory over the Communists.  Hitler regarded the Communists as enemies of the German people, and he connected the Communists to the Jews, claiming that “Jewish Bolshevism” was behind the Communist party.  The Jews were everywhere and controlled everything, according to Hitler, and “they” acted in secret so no one could detect them.
   The identification of the Communists and Jews as “enemies” was only the beginning. 

The economy of post war Germany was a disaster, and in times of stress and uncertainty, it’s very easy for humans to blame someone else (“them”) for a society’s problems.  This is exactly what Hitler and the Nazi party did, and people responded because “the attacks tapped into old prejudices and offered easy answers to complex problems.”
  The growing anti-Semitism had a profound effect on the way Germans saw Jews.  Berlin church leader, Otto Dibelius wrote, “In the last 15 years in Germany, the influence of Judaism has strengthened extraordinarily.  The number of Jewish judges, Jewish politicians, and Jewish civil servants in influential positions has grown noticeably.  The voice of the people is turning against this.”
  The actual numbers of Jews in these positions in fact, did not support Dibelius’ statements, but the truth did not seem to matter. 

In 1928, Germany was beginning to recover from the war and was welcomed into the League of Nations.  The Nazis won only 2% of the vote in the national elections.  However, when the worldwide depression began to spread in 1929, businesses decreased production, German workers were laid off and German companies were forced to close, and politicians began to scramble for position, power and solutions.  The Communists won votes by blaming the wealthy industrialists; the Nazis blamed the Jews, the Communists, the liberals and the pacifists.  The Nazi’s message was patriotic and energetic, and after a year of failed policies, Paul von Hindenbeurg, Franz von Papen, and General Kurt von Schleicher made a deal with Hitler.  He had the popularity they lacked, while they had the power he coveted.  They believed Hitler would fail, and when he did, they would step back in and regain the republic.
    They underestimated Hitler, the Nazis and the German people. 

As soon as he took office, Adolph Hitler began to alter every facet of German life and remold the face of Germany to the world.  Nazi policies changed the early education of Aryan children, and included as goals, the annihilation of all enemy “races”, the genocide of German and East European Jews, and the destruction of the leadership of the Slavic peoples.  It also included replacing the Weimar Republic with a totalitarian government, which controlled every aspect of every German’s life.  Although the Nazis moved rapidly, few seemed to notice that one compromise led to another, until finally, nothing of the Republic was left, and the Nazis were in complete control.  Hitler quickly assumed control of the courts, the government, which enacted new laws that legalized racism and antisemitism.  Hitler isolated and eliminated his enemies, dominated the media and indoctrinated the population through his control of the media and control of the educational systems.  

The Nazis used the legal system, the government and the courts to enforce legislation.  In April 1933, the “Law for the Restoration of the Professional Civil Service,” was passed.  This act removed non-Aryans from their jobs in order to “restore” the civil service to the Germans.  Another law dismissed Jewish prosecuting attorneys; and judges were no longer expected to be impartial, they could approach a case with a “healthy prejudice” and “make value judgments which correspond to the National Socialist legal order and the will of the political leadership.”
  Before long, Jewish doctors who worked for the National Health system also lost their jobs.  The government also limited the number of Jews who could attend high school, or teach in a school.  Each month, new laws were passed which limited the Jews’ options and expanded the political, social and economic isolation of the German Jews. 

The Nazis burned books written by Jews and other undesirables, beginning in May 1933, with the Institute of Sexual Science, one of the first groups to study homosexuality.  Trade unions were eliminated and workers joined the Nazi Labor Front.  No special interest groups, soccer teams, historical societies, or even glee clubs, were allowed to function independently.  Sixty-three thousand people left the country; thousands of others went to prison.  But by 1934, most of the nation’s sixty million people remained and adjusted to life in the “new Germany”.  

The “Law for the Prevention of Hereditary Diseased Offspring,” passed in July, 1933, permitted the government to sterilize anyone who suffered from “genetically determined” illnesses, which included feeble-mindedness, schizophrenia, manic-depression, genetic epilepsy, Huntington’s Chorea, genetic blindness, deafness and forms of alcoholism.  “At the core of the idea of a healthy race is the notion of breeding.  Future upholders of the law must be clear about the breeding aims of the German people.”
  

The goal was to create a racially pure society of Aryans by isolating and eliminating the peoples that the Nazis considered inferior.  They planned to make it impossible for the daughters of mixed marriages, marriages between Aryans and Jews, Africans or Gypsies, to have children by sterilizing the women who were “tainted” by the blood of an inferior race.  To enforce the law, the Nazis created a Department of Gene and Race care, which oversaw the “genetic health courts,” where doctors and lawyers decided who would be sterilized.  More than three hundred thousand German women were sterilized between 1933 and 1939.
   

The governmental “welfare and institute of care” organization, the SS, handled the selection and transportation of people, initially from Berlin, where 120,000 victims were gassed, shot or killed by deadly injection.   Finally, the Nazis created a special bureaucracy, which would be responsible for all executive actions against their political enemies.  Hermann Goering was appointed to head the Gestapo, an acronym created by the letters of the German name for the Secret State Police.  They were authorized to “protect public safety and order” by using any method, from interrogation to consigning individuals to “private prisons” or concentration camps.
  

 The facts are incontrovertible – and based on the detailed records that the Nazis maintained with macabre specificity.  The deaths were documented in detail; each victim was assigned a number.   The elimination of people for a variety of enumerated reasons, and the continued dehumanization of the Jews as human beings, coupled with the systematic and extensive propaganda campaign, was shrouded by the trappings of civil service government officials, who were “doing their job,” obeying and enforcing the more than 400 official new laws passed by the Nazi government between 1933 and 1945.  

However, the laws raised a question that had not been resolved:  who was a Jew?  The Nazis defined a Jew as “a person with two Jewish parents or three Jewish grandparents.  The children of intermarriage were considered Jewish if they practiced the Jewish religion, or were married to a Jew, or if one parent was a practicing Jew.  Jews were stripped of their German citizenship and isolated from other Germans.   

By 1931, the Nazis had established a Race and Settlement Office to conduct “race research” to determine the suitability of potential spouses for members of the SS.  When the Nazis came to power in 1933, they ordered anti-Jewish boycotts.  They enacted the Nuremberg Laws in 1935, which codified a supposedly biological definition of Jewishness, and ordered a total separation of Aryans and non-Aryans.   Germans (the Aryans) were “superior,” and many of the experiments conducted in the concentration camps during World War II sought to identify “physical evidence of Aryan superiority and non-Aryan inferiority.”  The Nazis viewed the mentally and physically ill as “blemishes upon the genetic landscape” of their master race, and a “biological danger” to the purity of the Aryan race.
     During World War II, the Nazi leadership referred to their task as an “ethnic housecleaning” in the occupied Eastern territories of Poland and the Soviet Union.  

Anti-Semitism was not a new term created by the Nazis, although it took a radically new form with the Nazi party’s rise to power.  The term originated in 1879, created by a German journalist, Wilhelm Marr, to denote a hatred of Jews, and of various liberal, cosmopolitan and international political trends of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries often associated with Jews.  These “trends” included equal civil rights, constitutional democracy, free trade, socialism, finance capitalism and pacifism.
  

In the nineteenth century, anti-Semitic political parties were formed in Germany, France, and Austria.  In Germany, the “voelkisch movement” was made up of German philosophers, scholars and artists, who viewed the Jewish spirit as alien to German and labeled the Jews as “non-German.” 
  After Germany’s defeat in World War I, the Nazi party, founded in 1919, and led by Adolf Hitler, gave political expression to these theories of racism.  As the Nazi’s steadily gained popularity, they began to disseminate anti-Jewish propaganda, including Hitler’s book, Mein Kampf (My Struggle) which called for the removal of Jews from Germany, as a “solution” to Germany’s severe post war economic and political woes.    

Nothing that Hitler did against the Jews was new to the Germans, he had a “gift of translating commonplace thoughts into action” and “took seriously what was to others mere talk.  The driving force in him was a terrifying literalism … there was nothing new in anti-Semitism … everything Hitler did against the Jews followed logically from the racial doctrines in which most Germans believed.”
        

As the Nazis centralized their power and domination over the population, they manipulated a steady stream of propaganda to reinforce their control.  The Nazis did not invent propaganda; the word was coined by the Catholic Church to describe its efforts to counter Protestant teachings in the 1600s.
  Since that time, every nation has used propaganda to unite people during wartime, including the United States. Wikipedia defines propaganda as: 

Propaganda is a specific type of message presentation aimed at serving an agenda. At its root, the denotation of propaganda is 'to propagate (actively spread) a philosophy or point of view'. The most common use of the term (historically) is in political contexts; in particular to refer to certain efforts sponsored by governments or political groups. A message does not have to be untrue to qualify as propaganda. Some propaganda includes significant and deliberate falsehoods, and/or omits so many pertinent truths that it becomes highly misleading. 

The aim of Hitler’s propaganda campaign was to influence people’s opinions, to garner support and/or disapproval of certain positions, values and beliefs.  “What separates propaganda from ‘normal’ communication is the subtle, often insidious, ways that the message attempts to shape opinion.”
  In the narrower use of the term, propaganda connotates deliberately “false or misleading information that supports or furthers a political cause or the interests of those in power.”
  In fact, Hitler modeled the Nazi propaganda campaign on a previously successful campaign he admired which had been implemented in the United States during World War I.

Prior to America’s entry into World War I, journalist Walter Lippman and psychologist, Edward Bernays, were hired by President Woodrow Wilson to sway popular opinion in favor of entering the war on the side of Britain.  The propaganda campaign was so effective, that within six months, it produced an intense anti-German hysteria.  Adolph Hitler was impressed by the power of Allied propaganda, and believed that it had been the primary cause of the collapse of morale and revolts in the German home front and Navy.  He appreciated the potential of large-scale propaganda to control public opinion.
  Within a year of becoming Chancellor, Hitler appointed Joseph Goebbels as his Minister for Public Enlightenment and Propaganda.  Goebbels wrote:

The revolution that we have made is a total revolution.  It encompasses every aspect of public life from the bottom up … We have replaced individuality with collective racial consciousness and the individual with the community … We must develop the organizations in which every individual’s entire life will be regulated by the Volk community, as represented by the Party.  There is no longer arbitrary will.  There are no longer any free realms in which the individual belongs to himself … The time of personal happiness is over.  

Hitler met with Minister Joseph Goebbels daily to discuss the news, and Goebbels, in turn, would meet with senior Ministry officials and pass down the official Party line.   As Minister of Enlightenment, Goebbels had two main tasks:  to ensure nobody in Germany could read or see anything that was hostile or damaging to the Nazi Party, and to ensure that the views of the Nazis were put across in the most persuasive manner possible. 
     

Broadcasters and journalists required prior approval before they could publish and disseminate their work.  The Nazis left nothing to chance, and had no qualms about spreading propaganda, which they knew to be false, and indeed, spreading deliberately false information was part of the Nazi doctrine known as “the Big Lie”
. The Nazis disseminated propaganda within Germany, reminding the people of the struggle against foreign enemies and against internal enemies, the Jews.  The Nazis used propaganda in countries they conquered; reminding people they had strong blood ties to Germany, stronger than their allegiance to their “new” countries.  Enemies were told that Germany had no quarrel with Britain and France, and the rest of the world was reminded of the great German cultural, scientific and military achievements.
   

All journalists, writers, and artists were required to register with one of the Ministry 's subordinate chambers, the Reich Chamber of Commerce,  for fine arts, music, theater, film, literature, newspapers or radio.   The Nazi Party decided if you had the right credentials to be a member, and if you were not admitted, you could not have work published or performed.  The Nazi system of censorship ensured that “you could only read, see and hear what the Nazis wanted you to read, see and hear.  In this way, if you believed what you were told, the Nazi leaders logically assumed that oppostion to their rule would be very small and practiced only by those on the very extreme who would be easy to catch.”

Two exhibits from the United States Holocaust Museum show how pervasive the anti-Semitic policies were in Germany.  One is an illustration from a children’s primer; the text reads, “Jews are not wanted here.”   The other is an illustration from a Nazi filmstrip, which has the caption, “ An alien race, Jews had no civil rights in the middle ages.  They had to reside in a restricted section of town, in a ghetto.” 
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By 1939, 90 percent of the Aryan children in Germany belonged to Nazi youth groups.  They started at the age of six, and at fourteen, boys were promoted to the Hitler Youth, while girls belonged to another group.  “These young people will learn nothing else but how to think German and act German … And they will never be free again, not in their whole lives.”
  The curriculum included all tenets of the Nazi philosophy, from racial instruction to political pedagogy, teaching responsibility toward the nation, pride in the German people and schooled in the importance of the science of heredity.


The “final solution” for the Jews developed from the progressive discrimination and alienation of the Jews, and a coordinated propaganda campaign, which covered up the “Final Solution” which culminated in the Holocaust.   The systematic separation of the Jews, Roma gypsies, homosexuals, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and other victims of racial hatred into concentration camps, started at the beginning of the war in 1939.  Hitler blamed the Jews for all the misfortunes that had befallen Germany, including the  

loss of the First World War (which was the result of a Jewish conspiracy), the Treaty of Versailles (also a Jewish conspiracy designed to bring Germany to her knees) and the hyperinflation and poor economy, which was the result of an international Jewish attempt to destroy Germany. 

At first, the Nazis created ghettos, transit camps and forced labor camps for the Jews, but following the invasion of the Soviet Union in 1941, the Nazis began to use mobile units to kill the Jews, gypsies and Soviet state and Communist party officials.  More than one million people were murdered by these units
 The Nazis deported millions of Jews from the occupied territories between 1942 to 1944; they were delivered to the infamous concentration camps, where they were murdered in specially developed killing facilities.    
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The Nazi’s used the term, “euthanasia” which today means the painless death by anesthetics, in order to release an incurably ill patient from intolerable suffering.  Although they did not believe they needed a rationale, they relied on Charles Darwin’s theory of social evolution and natural selection (“of the purest and the fittest”) to justify their ideologically based killing of “inferior humans.”  The propaganda poster from 1936 shows the Aryan carrying the weight of an ape and a Jew.  The propaganda helped to “spin” the population towards their planned and systematic destruction. 

The Nazis created a camouflage organization created for the medical killing of adults, known as the Reich Work Group of Sanatoriums and Nursing Homes (Reichsarbeitsgemeinschaft Heil- und Pflegeanstalten, or RAG).  It operated from the Berlin Chancellery, at Tiergarten 4, hence the "T4" code name.  Early in 1941, T4 leader Bouhler agreed to let Himmler use T4 personnel and facilities to rid the camps of “excess prisoners,” notably those most seriously ill, physically and mentally. Sometimes called “prisoner euthanasia” the resultant program was officially operating in the concentration camps.  “Experimental psychiatrists” from T4 were sent to the camps, assured that their work in selecting out “asocial elements” had scientific importance. Their work, as in T4, was based on prior questionnaires. For this purpose, however, they were shorter, asking after a prisoner's name, race, and “health”.  Camp commandants or camp doctors did the initial screening and to camouflage the procedures, those selected were told that they were being sent to a “rest home”.
  

In June of 1944, the Nazis permitted the Red Cross to visit a concentration camp, Theresienstadt, in order to dispel rumors about the “Final Solution” to the Jewish question.  In fact, Theresienstadt was a transit camp for Jews who were en route to the concentration/extermination camps, but the Nazis created a sophisticated propaganda campaign, designed to mislead the visiting dignataries.  The created shops and cafes, and implied that they allowed the Jews to live in relative comfort.  The guests enjoyed a performance of a children’s opera, “Brundibar,” which was written by an inmate.  The hoax was so successful, the Nazis produced a propaganda film, directed by Kurt Gerron, to document how well the Jews lived under the “benvolent” protected of the Third Reich.  After the film’s completion, and after all visitors left, the cast and filmmaker were deported to Auschwitz concentration camp.  

Much has been written about the concentration camps, and the detailed documents and autobiographical writings do not leave any doubts about the camps.    The psychological destruction that preceded the physical destruction, attests to a ghastly, but well organized administration, which organized the capture, containment, abuse and final destruction of the inmates. 
  Their treatment corresponded to the values of the National Socialists, while those incarcerated felt their world and all human values had been turned upside down.   


Over a dozen euphemisms have been used to refer to the killing of Jews, Gypsies and others the Nazis deemed “unworthy of life.”  These included verbs like:  “liquidated,” “exterminated,” “eliminated,” “evacuated,” “resettled,” and more ambiguous phrases like “executive measure,” “treated appropriately,” “solution of the Jewish question,” and “bath installations” (the gas chambers).  Whatever vocabulary is used, the Holocaust happened; it is a fact that cannot be evaded, covered up, erased, ignored or forgotten.     

Nothing can justify what happened to the Jewish people in the Holocaust.  For purposes of this paper, although I focused on the extermination of the Jewish people, the victims of the Holocaust included the Gypsies, homosexuals, the mentally and physically handicapped and other groups that did not satisfy the Nazis image of the “pure Aryan” race.  Nothing can excuse these atrocities; nothing can justify their actions.  It’s difficult to explain that human beings did these horrible things to other human beings.  However, if we are going to prevent this from ever happening again, it’s important to try to understand the underlying causes.   

What permitted an entire German population to think they could exterminate the Jewish people?  What circumstances allowed a German population to actively participate, either as members of the Nazi party, as soldiers, and/or as part of the SS? For those who didn’t participate, how could they be bystanders and tolerate the activities of the perpetrators?  Although we have heard stories of resistance, read books and seen films about heroic acts of conscience, opposition and defiance, the facts are that over six million people were systematically killed and too few people tried to stop it.   We are fortunate, in a macabre way that the Germans kept meticulous records, and that research after the war, documented the appalling atrocities that occurred on a daily and systematic basis.   


This was a very difficult research assignment for me for a number of reasons.   Although a few of my paternal grandfather’s family immigrated to the United States prior to World War I, the majority were active resistance fighters in Poland and Austria Hungary during World War II.  The Nazis executed all of them; family stories of their heroism and the treachery that betrayed them are all that remain.  The majority of my maternal grandfather’s side of the family also immigrated to the United States prior to World War I.  They escaped from White Russia, fleeing pogroms and forced enlistment in the Czar’s army, the Russian version of slavery.    


In the United States, we have had our own appalling history of victimization.  As middle and high school students, we learned about the Civil War, the war to end slavery in the United States.   We recently read obituaries of Rosa Parks, the woman who changed civil rights and segregation by refusing to give up her bus seat to a white man. But most students do not learn that segregation continued long after the national law changed, and lynching of Afro-Americans continued in the South until the mid nineteen fifties.  Some students learn about the Chinese, who were brought to this country to help build the railroads.  Most students do not learn that the Chinese were forced to live underground in their own ghettos in Pendleton, Oregon in the early nineteen hundreds. The Chinese were shot if they came out on the streets after dark.  Most students now learn about the vibrant Native American cultures that existed before the settlers stole their lands and killed off populations with disease or alcohol.  How many students know about the systematic United States government policy that ensured that Native Americans were forced to live in their own ghettos, called reservations, under appalling conditions.    

When we say we must study the past so we can learn from it, so these things will never happen again, where do we point the finger of accusation?  Do we look at what’s going on in Darfur, in the Sudan?  Do we talk about the Armenian genocide?  Do we talk about the populations in the inner city of most American major cities?  Do we talk about the U.S. torture in Iraq?  What is it we are trying to prevent when we say, “never again”? 
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